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Student-powered walking school buses lead way to class
• The Ohio Department of
Transportation awarded the
school a $1,000 grant for
students' pledge to -walk to
school at least four times in
October.
By BRET LIEBENDORFER
Suburban News Publications

Students at Norwich Elementary School
are hoping to inspire others with their feet.

About 75 students, or roughly one-fifth of
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the school, are part of 10 walking schools
buses and three bike trains that choose to use
their own energy in getting to school. Lead-
ing the groups were parent volunteers.

"The good problem is that we're having to
adjust things because we exceeded our goal
(of having nine groups)," said Mary Chace,
a parent of two children at Norwich and a
member of the school's Wellness Commit-
tee.

According to the National Center for Safe
Routes to School, which promotes an inter-
national walk to school day, in 1969 42 per-
cent of all children walked to school
compared to 16 percent in 2001.
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Chace said the benefits
of not driving to class are
numerous. For starters, the
increased physical activity
helps curb the rising num-
ber of children who are
obese.

With less traffic, there's
less pollution and increased
safety. With more people
outside, studies have shown
crime decreases. Also, com-
munities are strengthened
as neighbors get to know
each other.

Another unlikely bene-
factor from the walk-to-
school movement is the
school's library.

The Ohio Department of
Transportation awarded the
school a $1,000 grant for
students' pledge to walk to
school at least four times in
October. One group of 14
students and three parents
are planning to repeat that
goal through November.

All funds from the grant
will be used to buy books
for the school's library.

Children in the program
were honored during an all-
school assembly held
Friday, Nov. 6, that included
an oversized check for the
grant money.

Present to recognize their
achievement was Butch
Reynolds, a former Ameri-
can Olympian who has held

SNP photo by Jeffry Konczal
Olympic Athlete Butch Reynolds, talks to Norwich Elementary
students about setting goals for themselves Friday, Nov. 6, after
the school was awarded $375 for its library, which was money
earned by the students who walked or rode their bikes to school
during the month of October.

For more information visit the Web site
the world record in the 400 meter dash. walktoschool org.
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This course takes our traditional comput-
er and keyboarding skills class and expands
its scope by utilizing many types of technol-
ogy to teach students how to solve complex
and integrated problems in the practical
world.

We also have initiated shared program-

sources. Some examples of our shared
courses include the Career-based Interven-
tion classes, our Career Mentorship Program
and online coursework.

These are just a few examples of the qual-
ity work happening in our classrooms across
the district.
. The educational opportunities afforded

our students are paying oil" not only in


